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unto all  men of judgment and understanding  that the care
imposed upon princes to provide for the safety and welfare of
their subjects is accompanied with so great and heavy a charge
as all the circumstances belonging thereunto  can hardly fall
under the conceit of any other than of those who are acquainted
with the carriage of public affairs, and therefore this special
power and preiogative (amongst many others) hath both by
men of understanding in all ages and by the laws of all nations
been yielded and acknowledged to be proper and inherent in
the persons of princes, that they may according to their several
occasions raise to themselves such fit and competent means by
levying of customs and impositions upon merchandises trans-
ported out of their kingdoms or brought into their dominions
either by the subjects born under their allegiance or by strangers,
... as to their wisdoms and discretions may seem convenient,
(without prejudice of trade and commerce), sufficiently to supply
and sustain the great charge and expense incident unto them in
the maintenance of their crowns and dignities \ so we at this
time, out of many just and weighty considerations as well for
the exonerating of the crown of divers just and due debts as
for the supply of many other our urgent and important occa-
sions known to us and our council, and now particularly for the
service of Ireland, . . . have been forced to resort to some such
course of raising profit upon merchandise passing outward and
inward as in. former times hath been usual not only by our
progenitors kings and princes of this realm but also often in
practice among other nations . . . And although we have re-
solved to lay some kind of impositions both upon many foreign
merchandises brought into this our realm and also upon divers
native commodities and merchandises, .. . yet to the intent it may
appear what care we have in all things of this nature to avoid
the least inconvenience or grievance that may arise to our people,
we have . . . given special charge in the levying of the same
to forbear and exempt all such merchandises as are requisite for
the food and sustenance of our people or which, contain matter
of munition necessary for the defence of our realms ... or any
other merchandises or materials fit and proper for the main-
tenance and enlargement of trade and navigation . . . Know ye
therefore  that for the considerations   aforesaid ... we have